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Following is a brief summary of main points covered at the fourth meeting of the Environmental
Sampling Project Task Force (ESPTF). This summary is to be used only as an outline for topics
covered. It is not to be considered a comprehensive or editorial review of the meetings. For
comprehensive meeting records please refer to the Task Force transcripts, prepared by a court
reporter and posted on this web site.

I. Call to order

The meeting was called to order. Eric Arens, substituting for Member Evelyn Fisher, introduced
himself. Pamela Sihvola continued to substitute for member Gene Bernardi.

Mollie Field was introduced as the timekeeper for the meeting.

II. Public Comment Period

Seven members of the public spoke for approximately three (3) minutes each. Please see the full
meeting transcript for a record of these comments and all other dialogue in the meeting.

III. Task Force Status

Members welcomed two consultants to the meeting: Dr Owen Hoffman, consultant to LBNL; and
Mr. Bernd Franke, consultant to the City of Berkeley. Dr. Hoffman was present in the meeting, Mr.
Franke joined the meeting via conference call from his home in Germany.

David McGraw, Member for Lawrence Berkeley National Lab, took the floor to respond to
questions raised by task force members at the 25 April meeting.  The questions were as follows:
1. Why are we here?
2. How will the Task Force Comments be collected?
3. Why is LBNL seeking community input?
4. How does the Sampling Plan address public health issues?
5. What is the operating level of the NTLF today, and what has it been historically? Is it operating
at maximum capacity?

Member McGraw's answers can be summarized as follows:

1. LBNL wants the input of a broad base of local stakeholder representatives to its Sampling
Process. LBNL seeks nontechnical as well as technical feedback to the plan. Furthermore EPA
suggests that LBNL gather community feedback as it creates the Sampling Plan.



2. Task Force comments (as well as input from the general public) will be collected and tabulated
from the transcripts. Task Force Members are also encouraged to send in written comment, to
telephone Member McGraw with input, to write comments on the Website, and to e-mail the
LBNL Community Relations office.
3. Summarized under #1 above.
4. The EPA (Superfund) Sampling Plan examines site contamination, i.e., what contamination has
already occurred to the site. LBNL addresses current health issues through ongoing stack sampling
and modeling. In addition, there is ongoing sampling of soils, water, vegetation and transpired
water. The DOE produces an annual environmental monitoring report and it regularly checks
LBNL's sampling methods and data quality. LBNL is required to comply with a health-based
standard regarding its emissions.
5. The NTLF has been operating "at a pretty normal rate" for a number of years. Based on EPA's
split sampling project, EPA believes that the NTLF is operating at "normal capacity."  Note: this
was an extensive discussion, please see the transcript for details.

Extensive discussion took place on how the Task Force should proceed, when sampling should
start, and the use of the two consultants-- Bernd Franke and Owen Hoffman-- as experts.

Discussion was also held on groundwater issues. A letter presented by the Regional Water Quality
Control Board prompted this. Please see meeting transcripts for a full record of these discussions
and Member comments.

IV. Sampling Plan

Member McGraw presented a summary of the proposed Environmental Sampling Project activities.
This presentation was in response to a request from Task Force Members at the 25 April meeting
where the presentation of Drs. Iraj Javandel and Ron Pauer were cut short due to time constraints.
An extensive discussion took place on the subject of organically bound tritium and the possibility
of tree ring sampling.

Please see the meeting transcript for a record of the Task Force discussion of these issues.

V. Next meetings

Members held discussion as to how to proceed with next meetings. Consultant Bernd Franke will
present his initial findings to the City of Berkeley on 30 June 2000. The Task Force decided to hold
the next meeting on Thursday, 10 August 2000. This allows time for the City to distribute Franke’s
findings and comments to the Task Force.

The next Task Force meeting will have presentations by consultants Franke and Hoffman.

VI. Public Comment

A full text of comments made by members of the public is available in the meeting transcript.

The next ESPTF meeting date was set for 10 August 2000 at 6: 30 PM, location TBD.




